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Session 1: The Big Picture

‘So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life 
– your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life – and place it before 

God as an offering.’ 
Romans 12:1, Message Version

 
Key Question:   How am I already being fruitful on my   
    frontline?

Aims of the Session: To see that everyone has a frontline. To begin  
    to develop a rich understanding of fruitful living  
    for God. 

Core Text:    Colossians 1:15-20

Materials Required: Bibles, pens, post-it notes, 6M prayer cards  
    (see p.6) – one per person. These cards are  
    available to print yourself or to order at www. 
    licc.org.uk/fruitfulness.

Your Frontline is the place where you spend significant time through the week 
in contact with non-Christians.

Pre-Film Discussion (10 mins)

Have your group previously used the Life on the Frontline DVD?

You’ll be very familiar with the term ‘frontline’. 
Talk briefly about the impact of the Life on the 
Frontline material before diving into the new 
material:

 •  In what ways has doing Life on   
      the Frontline, changed the way   
      you live and think?

 •  What, if anything, has changed   
      in the way this group operates?

Coming to this material fresh, take a 
moment to discuss this introductory 
question:

 •  Where is your ‘frontline’? 
      Where do you spend significant  
      time through the week in   
      contact with non-Christians?

YeS No
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PLAY FILM to pause point - approx. 5 mins

Pause point questions - on screen

Questions to discuss after the full film (15 mins)

Bible Reflection - Colossians 1:15-20 (20 mins)

 • What struck you about Peter’s story? In what ways has Peter been fruitful?

ReSUMe FILM to end - approx. 8 mins

Having been introduced to 6 expressions of fruitfulness, consider the following questions:
 • How does the 6M framework broaden your understanding of what it means to be fruitful?

 • On a post-it note, each write down the ‘M’ that you feel you are strongest at. Can you  
  think of an example of this ‘M’ in action on your frontline to share with the group? 

 • Reviewing the group’s post-it notes, where are the group’s strengths? Where might you  
  pray for particular growth over the coming weeks?

This passage is part of a letter that Paul sent to the Christians living in Colossae, a small city in modern 
day Turkey. As the opening of Chapter 2 tells us, Paul is writing to ensure that the believers are not 
swayed by false teaching.  In this hymn-like passage, Paul declares Christ’s supremacy over the entire 
universe in order to set the scene for the very practical teaching that will follow. For us too, this big un-
derstanding of the lordship of Christ provides a rich foundation for our daily actions on our frontlines.
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Praying Forwards (10 mins)

Takeaway Action

‘There is not a square inch in the whole domain of our human existence over 
which Christ, who is Sovereign over all, does not cry: “Mine!”’

Abraham Kuyper

• Which words are repeated numerous times in the passage – what does this tell us about Jesus’  
 lordship?

• As Christians, we believe that we have been reconciled individually to God through Christ’s   
 death. How might v19-20 expand our understanding of God’s work of reconciliation?

• Many in today’s society believe that faith should remain private and has nothing beneficial to  
 contribute to workplaces, politics, family life or society in general. How might the fact that Jesus  
 made everything and died to reconcile all things, change the way we see our frontlines? 

Pray for an increased awareness that God is with you on your frontline this week and that Jesus is Lord 
in that place, whatever happens.

Pray for eyes to see where you are already being fruitful on your frontline and for greater confidence in 
God’s promise to be at work in us. 

Where might you place a 6M prayer card to prompt you to think and pray about the different ways that 
you can be fruitful for Christ this week on your frontline?

This card is available to print yourself or to order at www.licc.org.uk/fruitfulness
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There are all kinds of ways to be fruitful on your frontline. And therefore all kinds of ways you are prob-
ably already being fruitful. Here are 6Ms to explore. How might you…

Model godly character?
In tough times and easy ones, with difficult people and delightful people, how might you manifest the 
fruit of the Spirit – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-con-
trol? Which one is a struggle for you? Are you praying that you grow in the Christ-likeness of your 
responses?  

Make good work?
This includes both what we do and how we do it. It means doing good work that serves other people, 
contributes to human flourishing and stewards creation. It means doing your tasks consciously for the 
Lord, in the Spirit, to his glory, seeking his wisdom, his strength and his touch. Your best with his trans-
forming help.

Minister grace and love?
There are many ways to do this, not only in practical care and kindness for those who need it, but 
through the way we respond in difficult and indeed ordinary situations. How do we engage with the 
check-out person, or the lonely shopper in the charity shop, or the new parent at the school gate, or do 
an appraisal with the other person’s long-term interests at heart, not just the company’s?

Mould culture? 
Culture is ‘the way we do things round here’. Although you may not be able to change the way your 
company or your gym or your parents’ association does things by next Monday, you may well be able 
to begin with a few people and a few small actions. What things bother you – and what are the values 
that underpin them? What could be done differently that would make it a better place for people to 
flourish? What would make it more like God’s will being done on earth as in heaven?

Be a Mouthpiece for truth and justice?
There will be times when being a disciple means speaking up against things that are unfair, unhealthy 
or untruthful, and speaking up for things that are true and just and good. It takes courage, wisdom and 
prayer. 

Be a Messenger of the gospel? 
You may not get an opportunity every day, or even every month, but ask God who he might want you 
to pray for. Ask someone else to pray for you, to offer wisdom and hold you accountable. Be ready ‘to 
give a reason for the hope that is in you’ (1 Peter 3:15). Don’t be driven by false guilt. Rest in God, trust 
his timing, build trust and relationships, care for people and share what Jesus has done in your life and 
what he offers to everyone. Celebrate the steps you see people making towards Jesus. 

6M Summary Sheet
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Session 1:
The Big Picture

My name is Mark Greene and I used to work in advertising so you can trust every word you hear from 
me. Now for ten years, advertising was my frontline, my daily mission field and over those years I saw 
God do wondrous things. I saw Him answer prayer on prayer. I saw Him miraculously heal my boss’s 
secretary. I saw Him draw people to Himself – and more than one. I saw Him impact the very work 
itself. I saw Him protect me and guide me, teach me about service and humility, mature me through 
spectacular character failure through career disappointment and through romantic catastrophe… 

The point is not that I used to work in advertising so you can trust every word I say. The point is, God 
worked in advertising and you can trust every word He says – whatever your frontline.

This series is about exploring what it might mean for you to be God’s person on your frontline, in 
the places where you probably already meet people who don’t know Jesus.   What does it mean to 
be His person as you do the things you do; the shopping, the job, the volunteering, waiting at bus 
stops, walking the dog, pumping iron, or building the eighth wonder of the world out of Lego with the 
grandkids.

And how can you help each other make it count for the King and His Kingdom? 

Now, interestingly I’ve found that most Christians don’t really believe that the ordinary things they do 
every day have anything much to do with God’s purposes in time and eternity…

But the reality is that God can and does work through His people in a myriad of ways. And they are 
fruitful for Him in a myriad of ways out on their daily frontlines among the people they naturally meet, 
doing the things they normally do.

Let me tell you a true story about a man called Peter. Afterwards you might want to pause the film and 
discuss: in what ways you think Peter’s been fruitful for God?
Peter retired after living for twenty five years in the same town and he moved to a place  where he 
knew absolutely no-one.. He didn’t have an obvious frontline, though there were  things he could do, 
preaching and teaching,  counselling; so he prayed to God and  asked Him: what do you want me to 
do?
And God brought Jeremiah 29:7 to mind: 

“Seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile.”

Peter wondered, how can I bless the town you have  brought me to? So he prayed again.

And the Lord told him to pick up the litter. 

It reminded Peter of Jesus washing the disciples’ feet in the upper room – cleaning off the dirt. So he 
went to the local council and asked if he could borrow a litter-picking claw, and they gave him one on 
permanent loan.  And so it was, that on the days that he goes on his walk to, and through, and back 
from the nature reserve that’s close to his home. He prays and he praises God for the world that He’s 
made and he picks up the litter that mars it.. And he says ‘hello’ to people.. 
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Pretty soon people started to say ‘hello’ back, and little conversations began.  “Why are you doing 
that?” – “well,” he said “because God loved the world he created” – and “are you being paid?” – well 
of course he wasn’t being paid.. “That’s a thankless task, you’ll get to heaven for that”.

“Well,” he said, “I do hope to get to heaven but not because I pick up the litter, but because Jesus gave 
his life for me.”

And some people have come to evangelistic meetings at the church. And at Easter, he says hello to the 
people he normally says hello to and he offers them a gift – a little wooden cross, made, he tells them, 
from olive wood that comes from Israel where Jesus lived. Something to remind us that at Easter, Jesus 
died and rose again.  

So as he walks, Peter the litter-picker picks up the litter. And even drivers, drivers he doesn’t even know, 
toot their horns and wave at him in respect and in gratitude. And then, on an ordinary day like any 
other ordinary day, a man in a white van screeches up to him, rolls down the window and leans out and 
says, “Thanks very much.” 

I wonder what strikes you about that story? In what ways has Peter been fruitful?

There are lots of ways to be fruitful for God, but often we can’t see it. And one of the reasons we can’t 
see it is perhaps because we think that the only things that are really significant to God are having 
evangelistic conversations and leading someone to Christ.

Now, talking about God’s Son is essential but it isn’t the only way that we show that we love Him. 
Indeed, God prompted Peter the litter-picker “to seek the peace and prosperity of the city,” that is 
to seek their shalom, which means their overall wellbeing, their physical wellbeing, their economic 
wellbeing as well as their spiritual wellbeing.

Similarly, Jesus didn’t just come to save people, he came as Colossians makes clear: 

“to reconcile all things to Himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making 
peace through His blood, shed on the cross.” 

God wants to bring all things back into proper relationship with Him.  And how did this begin?  By Christ 
making peace, shalom, through His blood shed on the cross.

Jesus didn’t die on the cross only so that people might come to know the Father, he didn’t just die for the 
redemption of souls, he died for the redemption of every part of creation. 

So everything we do is important to the redeemer Lord because everything we do has an impact on His 
creation, and on those created in His image. And he wants to see everything transformed.

Yes, one day the kingdom will come in its fullness but for now we work in God’s strength to make our bit 
of His world as much like the kingdom as we can; through all the little things we do day by day.
We pray, don’t we: Your kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven. Your will be done in my town as in 
heaven, in my home, in my supermarket, in my workplace, in my team, in this task…

Your kingdom come, Your will be done on my frontline as in heaven. That’s the big picture.

Sometimes though, we need a simple framework to remind us of the big picture and to help us imagine 
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how we might be fruitful where we are.

So through this series we’re going to explore six expressions of fruitfulness, six ways in which we might 
express our love for God, in our daily lives on the frontline.

Modelling Godly Character

So taking Peter the litter-picker as our example, well Peter modelled godly character, being obedient to 
God, being joyful and faithful in the task.

So we ask ourselves how might I exhibit the fruit of the Spirit – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control… on my frontline?

On my frontline, with that hugely irritating noisy neighbour, that galactically incompetent boss, or that 
vein-burstingly irritating child? 

Making Good Work 

Peter also did good work – he cleaned up the park. 

Making good work to the glory of God… that’s also being fruitful.

And we all have tasks to do whether we’re paid for doing them or we aren’t paid for doing them. Dishes 
to wash, shirts to iron, shelves to stack, deals to do, people to serve, streets to make cleaner, and they 
are all important to God. What difference might it make if we committed our  daily tasks to Him, asked 
Him for help…consciously did them for His glory?

Ministering Grace and Love

Peter ministered grace and love reaching out to strangers to bless them…That’s fruit. 

There are lots of ways to express grace and love… It could be forgiving someone who insulted you or 
giving someone a wise piece of advice, looking out for a colleague, caring about the check-out person. 
Just acting with selfless love.
 
Moulding Culture

When you contribute to moulding culture for the better,  that’s being fruitful. Changing the way things 
are done in your family, or in your  sports team, or in your office so that they better reflect God’s ways, 
His kingdom culture, just as Peter changed the culture of the walking community in the park and lifted the 
spirits of at least one white van-man.

Being a Mouthpiece of Truth and Justice

And there’s being a mouthpiece of truth and justice, courageously sticking up for someone with the local 
council, or at work, or in the classroom. Justice is something God wants done…

Being a Messenger of the Gospel

And yes, being a messenger of the Gospel, and Peter told others about why he does what he does, told 
people about his own relationship with Jesus and invited them to find out more.
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So we too, we look out for opportunities to communicate the reason for the hope that we have in Jesus, 
or to bring a biblical perspective to the conversation, or to just tell others the difference Jesus has made, 
is making in our ordinary life… 

And all these Ms work together… 

Godly character creates better soil for godly testimony.
Working hard to make other people’s lives better confirms that the Gospel is about joy in this life as well 
as joy in the next.

Serving others selflessly makes the message of a selfless Servant-King much more compelling. 

Taking a risk to stand up against injustice makes the claim that God cares about injustice much more 
persuasive… 

Our lives in Christ reinforce our words about Christ, and our words help others to see that it is Jesus who 
has transformed our lives and it is Jesus who can transform theirs.

Well, you may have noticed that that comes to 6Ms…M&M&M&M&M&M.

Of course, these kinds of models can become oppressive. “Now I don’t just get to feel guilty about 
evangelism and my woeful failure to crowbar a Gospel presentation into a casual conversation about the 
weather, now, I’ve got to be a 6M disciple. Oh Lord…”

No. NO.

These Ms aren’t another set of holy to-dos to add to your already too long a list of boxes to tick, these 
are lenses to help us spot how God might already have worked in us.

And they are snapshots of what kingdom living might look like, snapshots to help us see what God might 
do in and through us on our frontlines.  They are there to spark our imagination and spur our prayers.

What has God been doing in and through you? 

Probably more than you think. 

What might God do in and through you? 

Probably more than you can imagine.

So, we seek God’s face to help us see the way forward. We run to him and offer ourselves wholly: 
“Work through me Lord, moment by moment… none of this can I do without you… none of this will bear 
fruit without you.”

So the Lord be with you in it all whatever you do, wherever your frontline.




